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Abstract 
 
This report provides an account of the 2021 caving expedition to the Tresviso area of 
the Eastern Massif (Andara) in the Picos de Europa of Northern Spain. 

The 2021 expedition was undertaken with collaboration between numerous UK 
based caving clubs and the Spanish AD KAMI club, under the banner of the Tresviso 
Caves Project. 

The global COVID-19 pandemic caused major disruptions to the planning, resources, 
and timing so a more focussed set of objectives formed the basis of the 2021 
expedition, concentrated on two main caves, close to the village of Tresviso. 

Firstly, Cueva del Nacimiento, a >15km cave system with a height gain of over +535m 
from the entrance. The catchment of this cave totals 37 km2 and, if linked with 
known cave systems high in the Andara mountain range, would create a potential 
>1500m deep underground traverse, one of the deepest in the world.  

The second main cave of interest was Cueva de la Marniosa, slightly further up the 
valley and a feeder system into Cueva del Nacimiento. On the 2019 expedition a new 
secondary streamway was discovered, with the potential for leading further into the 
mountain. 
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Introduction 
 
The Picos de Europa is a range of mountains 20km inland from the northern coast of 
Spain, forming a Westerly extension of the Cantabrian Mountains. It consists of three 
main areas, the Western, Central and Eastern Massifs. It was the Eastern Massif 
(Andara) that drew the attention of Lancaster University Speleological Society (LUSS) 
in the early 1970s.  
 
The early years of LUSS exploration were spent pushing Cueva del Nacimiento (Cueva 
del Agua)1 located at the foot of the mountain range. Over the years this was pushed 
to the 11km and +300m mark, but after several years the cave was abandoned as all 
the major routes sumped, and no continuation could be found. 
 

 

tƛŎǘǳǊŜΥ !ƴŘŀǊŀ όtƘƛƭ ²ŀƭƪŜǊύΦ 

LUSS turned their attention to the Andara region higher up the mountain range and 
sought caves that would connect into the Nacimiento system and hopefully create a 
record-breaking underground traverse. They found several deep caves around this 
ΨǘƻǇ ŎŀƳǇΩ ŀǊŜŀ. Sara, Tere, Flowerpot and Sima 56 were all pushed to respectable 
depths, but the connection remained elusive. 
 
In 1986/87 the South Wales Caving Club (SWCC) and LUSS briefly turned their 
attention back to Nacimiento and investigated several sumps and pushed a bold 

 
1 Cueva del Nacimiento is the official Spanish name for the cave known to UK cavers as Cueva del 
Agua.  All UK publications pre-1996 refer to the cave as Cueva del Agua. 
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steeply ascending ramp, gaining over 200m of height, at the back end of the 
Nacimiento system with several leads left unexplored. 
 
Between 2011-2014 the SWCC returned to Nacimiento to re-investigate the 
possibilities of mounting remote trips to the furthest regions of the cave, and 
reclimbed ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŜǇ ǊŀƳǇǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ улΩǎ, in addition to a successful dive of 
the Far Upstream Sump in Nacimiento, extending the sump by another 80m and 
down to a depth of -46m. Additionally, the Death Race 2000 chamber was explored 
discovering a way down past the previous limit of exploration to find over 700m of 
new passage.  
 
Since 2015 the Tresviso Caves Project has continued work in Nacimiento finding 
more cave passage above and below the Death Race 2000 chamber, extending the 
cave by over 5km and reaching a new height of +535m above the entrance.  
 
In the past few years, exploration has returned to Cueva de la Marniosa, first 
explored in 1975. The furthest downstream sump was passed in 2018 leading to 
ongoing streamway, heading towards Nacimiento, and a new entrance T20A Cueva 
de la Silvestre was found, creating a through trip, from the head of the Sobra Valley 
and exiting from Cueva del la Marniosa. 
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Expedition Aims 
 
The 2021 expedition was comprised of 15 cavers based in the village of Tresviso. Due 
to a reduced number of people objectives were more focused than in previous years: 
  
Cueva del Nacimiento 

 

¶ The Sandy Dig is a draughting hole located at the furthest explored limit of the 
cave and is thought to be a main way on into the mountain. An objective in 2021 
is to undertake a concerted dig of the passage and see if a way through can be 
found. 

¶ At the bottom of the Death Race 2000 pitch series there is an immature 
streamway, heading away from the general direction of passage. A large ramp, 
perpendicular to the rest of the cave and heading southwest, is currently un-
climbed and again could be another main route on, into the mountain range.  
 

Cueva de la Marniosa 
 

¶ In 2019 a discovery of a major new inlet, the 42 Streamway, with ongoing open 
passage, opened the possibility of a progressing further into the mountain range 
between Cueva del Nacimiento and the higher alpine potholes. This will be the 
focus of exploration in Marniosa. 

¶ Several avens and potential high level passages in the upper section of the cave 
will be revisited. The cave in this area is like Nacimiento and markedly different 
to the lower less developed streamway series. Discoveries in this area are likely 
to be in similar large scale passage, with potential routes over and beyond the 
lower streamway. 

 
Note: Originally the expedition was planned to have twice as many members and more 
objectives, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic, in the preceding months, the composition of 
the expedition was altered to accommodate the circumstances. 
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T13 - Cueva del Nacimiento 
 

WGS84 30T x: 0363921 y: 4789684 z: 480m. 

A full description of Cueva del Nacimiento is not provided here, but comprehensive 
details and surveys can be found in previous reports2 and the expedition website3. 
 
The following sections summarise the main discoveries made on the 2021 expedition. 
Further details of exploration are described in Appendix G: Expedition Log. 
 

 
Picture: Cueva del Nacimiento, entrance pool (John Roe). 

Jurassic World ς Barney and Friends 

Jurassic World ends where the mud rises to the ceiling. On the back wall (left side) an 
enlarged 3m crawl steps down and then squeezes steeply upwards one body length 
to emerge into larger passage. Passing a blind alcove on the left, a short climb up 
leads to a short narrow rift to crawl across and an awkward climb back down over 
delicate rock, back into easy going mud floored passage. 
 
A flowstone constriction leads to a continuation of the passage, split by a large 
flowstone formation. The passage on the left ascends 2 short climbs and ends with a 
blind pitch back down to floor level. Right leads to a further large passage and after 

 
2 "Expeditions to Tresviso and the Picos de Europa in Northern Spain (1974-1977)". LUSS (1978). "An 
Expedition to the Picos de Europa Northern Spain". LUSS. (1979). "Agua '86 and '87". SWCC. (1987) 
3 http://www.tresvisocaves.info/ 
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climbing up and back down a rock bridge Barney the Stalagmite is encountered 
(Barney is very purple).  
 
A short climb beyond Barney leads to gently ascending passage and a further large 
flowstone formation. (Below this a 10m blind hole in the floor, the hole can be 
stepped over to then free climb the large flowstone). Climbing the right of the 
flowstone leads to an awkward step (traverse line required) before flattening out at 
large gour pools. 
 
At this point the passage splits again. Some intricate crystal gour pools head left and 
up toward an obvious passage. To preserve the formations, please do not enter this 
as it has been accessed from above and shown to close and join back with the right 
hand route. 
 
Around to the right a 7m pitch is rigged as a single drop from a large natural. Left at 
the top leads to the top of the gour pool passage. Straight ahead an ascending 
passage narrows with flowstone walls. Soon a further up pitch is reached, split by a 
rebelay to the final calcite choke - Leo's Blowing Crack.  
 
Leo's Blowing Crack is a calcite choke, with a 1/2 body sized hole, through which a 
strong draft emerges. Capping of the corner entering the space will give more space 
to work. 

 

 
Picture:  The Sandy dig, breakthrough point, Cueva del Nacimiento (Dave 

Powlesland)
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Death Race 2000 - ¢ƘŜ .ŀǎǘŀǊŘΩǎ wŀƳǇ 

Following the rift leading out form the Pina Colada sump there are two short 
flowstone ramps, each rigged as a straight drop with a single bolt (both requiring a 
decent back up). A final short climb, best tackled on the left, leads to Here's What 
You Could Have Won (HWYCHW), a spectacular large passage with a mud floor.  
 
Turning left at the top of the ramps leads through some muddy slopes to a closing 
down of the passage, where there are two holes in the floor. Being directly above 
the Pina Colada sump, it is presumed the furthermost one will lead back down to the 
far side of the sump - an interesting lead as this is not easy to view from the rope 
traverse around the sump. The nearer hole in the floor is likely to also link with the 
sump pool, probably via a more convoluted route. Neither of these holes exhibits a 
draft.  
 
Turning right at the top of the ramps brings you to an impressive flowstone pitch of 
40m. This can be climbed by a rope on the wall opposite the entrance to the 
passage, follow the rock ledge and then a longer 25m rope takes you up the main 
pitch in a single drop. Here, a suicidal descending traverse has been rigged to a 
column - the jury is out as to whether this is worse on the return journey.  
 
Once you have stopped swearing at the rigging, a further rope can be followed up to 
a y-hang in calcite. Two ropes lead out from this point, the more obvious way 
continues up the flowstone, to a final 4m pitch, the passage continues for a short 
distance and further climb to end in a well decorated calcite choke.  
 
Back at the y-hang, straight up leads to a tri-hang in shattered rock and a short 
section of level passage. The rock here is of similar structure to the stream passages 
underneath Death Race, although fortunately much larger, it doesn't inspire 
confidence. There are a few alcoves, all close quite quickly.  
 
The most obvious climb looks a bit dubious this far into the cave, however ducking 
underneath reveals a chimney alternative, squirming up here leads to a reasonably 
sized ascending phreatic tube, in slightly more reliable rock. A second 2m climb leads 
to more of the same. Being of phreatic nature, the rock is honeycombed with many 
possible ways on, most small and leading back to the same passage.  
 
The original exploration remained in the obvious passage and ended with three 
possible ways on. A short down climb into more horizontal passage and a steepening 
of the ramp where there appears to be a roof and possible horizontal passage 
beyond. This is estimated at 5m and will likely prove simple to pass as a mixed 
aid/free climb, but a rope would probably be wanted for descent. The passage also 
continues, now at a considerably steeper angle. This section has not been surveyed.  
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T19 - Cueva de la Marniosa 
 
WGS84 30T x: 0361359 y: 4790462 z: 974m. 

A full description of Cueva de la Marniosa is not provided here, but a comprehensive 
description and survey can be found in previous reports.4 
 
The following sections summarise the main discoveries made on the 2021 expedition.  
Further details of the exploration and discovery are described in Appendix G: 
Expedition Log. 

The 42 Streamway 

From Corner Chamber head approximately 125m further upstream to where the 
passage narrows to a stooping size passage in the stream. Just before the stream 
bends to the right, is station 42 of the survey, with an obvious dark void above and 
to the left. This is the entrance to the Alien Weaponry chamber. Below the entrance 
up to Alien Weaponry is a large boulder, climbing over this leads to a short drop 
down into the start of The 42 Streamway. 
 
The streamway begins as a walking rift passage with a flat sandy floor. After 50m, the 
right hand wall gives way to a sand and rubble choke with dark space above. This is 
assumed to be District 9, the survey certainly indicates it is likely, but not confirmed. 
Climbing up the sand wall proved impossible due to its affinity with the floor. Back in 
the stream and just around the corner, a muddy ramp is reached. This rises to a T-
junction and a draft is present. Right quickly closes with a few loose boulder chokes 
in the ceiling (possibly the floor of District 9 once more). Left crosses over the 
streamway below into a fair sized boulder chamber, the passage continues both up 
and downstream in a rift, both are thought to quickly re-join the streamway below 
but this has not been confirmed. 
 
Continuing along a streamway, past a small dry oxbow on the right, leads to a 
squeeze. Beyond this the passage continues as a high, narrow rift canyon with 
several climbs and static pools. After 100m it begins to close, some progress would 
be possible, but it would be miserable in wet, small passages and there is no draft. A 
possible continuation again becomes tight. 
 
Approx. 5-10m back from the pool a 4m climb up leads to a further climb of 2m and 
into 100m of canal sections, a climb of 4m enters a round chamber. The water (and 
draft) comes out of a small circular hole 5m off the floor. This leads into the Sardine 
Streamway.  
 
At the top of the first C4 listed above a high rift passage can be followed 
'downstream'. This was followed over several pits in the floor to a logical end point 
where traversing required bolts. It is assumed to connect to the boulder chamber 
mentioned above 

 
4 "An Expedition to the Picos de Europa Northern Spain". LUSS. (1979) 
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Sardine Streamway & Tinned Fish 

The 5m pitch up at the end of the 42 Streamway, marks the start of the Sardine 
Streamway.  
 
A small active streamway runs a gently meandering course for a hundred meters or 
so where a small side chamber enters with a short climb at the back that quickly 
becomes too tight. Further along the stream passage the height varies from well 
above head height down to crawling height where in high water the passage looks 
likely to sump. The passage eventually breaks out into a large chamber with a sloping 
ramp on the right, leading up to a couple of tight climbs at the back. 
 
The continuation along the streamway, Tinned Fish, eventually reaches a further 
chamber with a ramp on the left leading up to a calcite choke.  
 
The passage at the end of the chamber splits in two, the right fork, which has most of 
the water flow, comes through a wet crawl which can be drained to make it more 
pleasant. This eventually leads to a complex boulder choke with no apparent way on 
despite extensive exploration. 
 
The left branch goes past some awkwardly placed calcite formation before becoming 
standing passage. After a 3m climb up a small oxbow is reached with an 8-10 m clean 
washed aven that would require a bolt climb on dubious looking rock to gain 
access.  
 
The lower passage eventually becomes too tight to continue. 
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The Predator 

Passing through District 9 and shortly before the boulder ruckle into Weyland-Yutani 
is a huge boulder. Directly behind this boulder is an open chamber, access is attained 
via an +8m climb up a jammed boulder. Care should be taken here! 
 
A rope is in situ here, tied around a reasonably good boulder belay (2021).  The 
chamber at the top of the boulder slab is formed as a large aven/ramp with a blind 
pit on the left hand side. The way on is up the easier angled ramp, there is a trickle of 
water coming down here and this aven series will probably get quite unpleasant in 
the wet.  
 
A +20m pitch leads to a small alcove (assumed to get wet) and a further +5m pitch 
takes you to the less secure upper slopes. Follow the rope with a step out here onto 
a precarious ledge and a very gentle prussik up leads to an ascending passage.  
 
Float up this, preferably without touching the floor, to a final aven. Don't look up 
here, instead close your eyes and think brave, slow thoughts as you prussik the final 
rope into the middle of several thousand tons of hovering rock.  This pitch ends in a 
boulder chamber, hopefully you won't.  
 
There is one lead, back on the ledge, it's possible that by traversing further away 
from the alcove there is another, slightly smaller aven entering on the far side.  
 

 
Picture: The Predator, Cueva de la Marniosa (Dave Powlesland) 



Tresviso 2021 T19 - Cueva de la Marniosa 

 

Page | 18  
  

 














































































































































